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At its 18th  meeting held December 09, 2001 in San Francisco, the IGS Governing Board recommended the formation of a working group to focus on data center issues.  This working group will tackle many of the problems facing the IGS data centers as well as develop new ideas to aid users both internal and external to the IGS.  The direction of the IGS has changed since its start in 1992 and many new working groups, projects, data sets, and products have been created and incorporated into the service since that time.  Therefore, this may be an appropriate time to revisit the requirements of data centers within the IGS.

The IGS Data Center Working Group (DCWG) will address issues relevant to effective operation of all IGS data centers, operational, regional, and global.  Some of these issues include:

· effective data flow

· backup of the operational data flow

· security issues at data centers

· consistency of data holdings among data centers

· timely archive and dissemination of data as the IGS moves into a real-time mode for selected products

The charter of the IGS Data Center Working Group (DCWG) was approved at the IGS Governing Board meeting held in Ottawa in April 2002.  Since that time, a web site was created (http://cddisa.gsfc.nasa.gov/igsdc) for the working group.  This website contains the charter and list of members and has the capability to expand to include other components pertinent to the working group.  In June 2002, an exploder (igs-dcwg@igscb.jpl.nasa.gov) was implemented at the IGS Central Bureau for the working group.  

One area of interest for the DCWG is the GSAC, the GPS Seamless Archive Center initiative currently being supported by five of the six largest GPS archives within the U.S. (CDDIS, UNAVCO, SOPAC, SCEC, and NCEDC), and with intent to join expressed by NGS in the U.S., GSD in Canada, BKG (EUREF), and IGN.  The GSAC working group, currently operating under UNAVCO auspices, would very much like to encourage participation in the GSAC by other GPS archives, particularly outside the U.S.  DCWG members were given information about the GSAC and its documentation and were asked to run tests of the GSAC client software.  In 2002, the CDDIS completed modifications to software permitting the data center to become an official GSAC wholesaler.  The GSAC working group has asked the DCWG to encourage all IGS data centers to consider making the metadata from their archives accessible through the GSAC.

Plans for 2003 include the development of a data center requirements document that would be useful to any group wishing to join the IGS as a global or regional data center or an operational center.  The working group will also develop procedures for identifying replacement data, methodologies for handling replacement data in all data centers, and ways to notify the user community of these data updates.

